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VRE MRSA C. DIFFICILE

BED RAILS +++++++ + +++

BED TABLE ++++++ + -

DOOR KNOB ++ ++ +

DOORS +++ + -

CALL BUTTON +++ + ++

CHAIR +++ + ++

TRAY TABLE +++ ++ -

TOILET SURFACE + - ++++

SINK SURFACE + + +++

BEDPAN CLEANER - - +

*DATA FROM 23 SEPARATE STUDIES
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WIPING & VOLUME OF LIQUID TRANSFERRED*WIPING & VOLUME OF LIQUID TRANSFERRED*

VERY WET (DRAINED, NOT VERY WET (DRAINED, NOT 

DRIPPING, NOT SQUEEZED)DRIPPING, NOT SQUEEZED)

SQUEEZED AT NORMAL SQUEEZED AT NORMAL 

PRESSUREPRESSURE

1.78 1.78 ±± 0.29 0.29 µµL/cmL/cm22 0.26 0.26 ±± 0.03 0.03 µµL/cmL/cm22

14.9 14.9 –– 20.7 mL/m20.7 mL/m22 2.3 2.3 –– 2.9 mL/m2.9 mL/m22

*SATTAR ET AL., UNPUBLISHED DATA*SATTAR ET AL., UNPUBLISHED DATA
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1. DESIGN SAFER CHEMICALS & 

PRODUCTS THAT ARE FULLY 

EFFECTIVE WITH LITTLE OR NO 
TOXICITY

2. USE SAFER SOLVENTS & 

REACTION CONDITIONS

3. DESIGN CHEMICALS & PRODUCTS 

TO DEGRADE AFTER USE SO THAT 

THEY DO NOT ACCUMULATE

4. MINIMIZE POTENTIAL FOR 

ACCIDENTS SUCH AS 

EXPLOSIONS, FIRES & RELEASES 
TO THE ENVIRONMENT

HOUSE-HOLD CHEMICALS AS 

CLEANERS

DISINFECTANT ACTIVITY TOO 

SLOW & LIMITED

POTENTIAL TOXICITY OF 

BOTANICALS

CRITERIA FOR ‘GREEN’

CHEMISTRY (TABLE)

PERSISTENT CHEMICALS TO 

BE DISCOURAGED

HOUSE-HOLD CHEMICALS AS 

CLEANERS

DISINFECTANT ACTIVITY TOO 

SLOW & LIMITED

POTENTIAL TOXICITY OF 

BOTANICALS

CRITERIA FOR ‘GREEN’

CHEMISTRY (TABLE)

PERSISTENT CHEMICALS TO 

BE DISCOURAGED

THE ‘GREEN’ MOVEMENT
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CONCLUSIONSCONCLUSIONS

PRODUCTS/PROCEDURES IN USE FOR DISINFECTION OF 

ENVIRONMENTAL SURFACES NEED REVIEW

MANY FORMULATIONS HAVE LIMITED MICROBICIDAL ACTIVITY

THE CONTACT TIME ON LABELS TOO LONG!

SUCH CHEMICALS POTENTIALLY TOXIC & DAMAGING 

BETTER, FASTER-ACTING & SAFER MICROBICIDES NEEDED

WIPE TESTING TO BE REFINED & PROMOTED

SUB-LETHAL EXPOSURES TO MICROBICIDES UNWISE –

POTENTIAL FOR MICROBICIDE & ANTIBIOTIC RESISTANCE
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